
Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

Teach reading: change lives



“A love of reading is the biggest indicator of future academic success” 
OCED (The Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and Development)



How many times have you already read today?



Our Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP) programme to teach early reading 

and spelling. 

Phonics is: “Making connections between the sounds of our spoken words 

and the letters that are used to write them down.”

Phonics: Little Wandle



Phonics: Overview across school

Year R 

Phase 2 phonics is 
introduced in the 

Autumn term.
Phase 3 phonics is 

introduced during the 
Spring term.

Phase 4 is introduced 
during the Summer 

term.

Year 1

Review of phase 3 and 
4 at the start of the 

Autumn term.
Phase 5 is introduced 
in the Autumn term.

The phonics screening 
test takes place during 

the Summer term.

Year 2 

Review of phase 5 at 
the start of the 
Autumn term.

Spellings programme
is introduced



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Lists of tricky words will be 
emailed out to each year group.

Tricky words



How we make learning stick



Cued Articulation

Cued articulation is hand signs which relate to where and how in the mouth the 
sounds are made. 

Hand movements

• The positioning of the hands and use of fingers indicate how and where the 
sound is produced.

Position of hand  = where sound is made

Shape and movement = how sound is produced

Use of 1 or 2 finger = voiceless or voiced

• Voiced 

• 2 fingers

• Voiceless 

• 1 finger



Reading and spelling



Reading: Overview across school

Year R 

Wordless books are 
introduced in Autumn 1.

When ready, the 
children move on to 

decodable books based 
on their phonic 

knowledge.

Year 1

The children are 
assessed every 6 

weeks to ensure their 
decodable books are 

matched to their 
phonic ability.

Year 2 

When ready, the 
children will move on 
to our fluency books. 

These books are 
designed to build 

children’s stamina for 
reading and provide 

opportunities for them 
to read longer books, 
still matched to their 

phonic level.



Spelling

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes they have 
been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have handwriting 
lessons.



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



• In year 1 and 2 spellings will be 
sent home to practice ready for a 
spelling quiz at the end of the 
week.

• Regular practice really helps.

• Different strategies can really 
help engage the children to learn 
their spellings and remember 
them more easily. For example, 
rainbow spellings, making the 
words out of playdough, making 
up a rhyme.

Spellings at home



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



Reading at Home



Books going home



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Reading a book and chatting about it has a 
positive impact a year later on children’s ability 
to…
1. understand words and sentences
2. use a wide range of vocabulary
3. develop listening comprehension skills.

The number of books your child has encountered by 
the age of six is a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

This benefit comes from:

Adults reading to children and children enjoying 
books simply by looking at them and talking about 
them.

The most important thing you can do is read with 
your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year 
longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Use your home language. 

It is better for your child to hear expert 
talk from you in your language. 

Many studies tell us it is the back-and-
forth talk between adults and children 
when they are sharing books that 
makes the difference to children’s 
language and comprehension.

This impact will translate to better 
language and comprehension for your 
child in English.

Does it matter which language we use?



Let your child be the boss of the books they choose. 
Enjoyment really matters.

Comics, information books, magazines, story books, 
picture books, poems and leaflets are all great for 
sharing.

Catalogues are fun to share and talk about too.

Does the type of book matter?

Repeated reading of books is really beneficial for children. It helps 
them memorise parts of stories, words and phrases too.

Knowing a book or poem by heart is fun and powerful for children, 
they can ‘read’ the story with you, or join in with words of phrases.

What if they always want to read the 
same book?



Please record all books read at home- shared books 
or books your child has read to you.

Reading diaries will be checked in school on a Friday.

Teachers will stamp and initial to celebrate the child 
reading three times or more at home.

Stamp = ticket for the reading raffle

Teachers will respond to any comments from parents 
that need to be actioned.

The reading diaries will not be used to record reading 
your child has completed in school.

Reading diaries



Supporting your child with phonics
There are lots of resources, 
including videos, that can be 
accessed on the Little Wandle
website, under the ‘For 
Parents’ tab.

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/


One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan

Thank you for attending.
A more in-depth look into each year group will now take place in:

Year R- in the hall
Year 1- Chestnut Class
Year 2- Spruce Class


