
Parent workshop: Phonics and reading in Year 2, Phase 5 review and 

introduction to the spellings programme

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Phonics



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Terminology

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph

Adjacent consonant

Split digraph



Phase 5 graphemes, including all alternatives



Phase 5 Review

We have reviewed 
Phase 5 and are now 

moving on to our 
spelling programme for 

most children.



Reading and spelling



• Little Wandle Spelling builds on children’s knowledge of the alphabetic 
code and teaches them how to spell with confidence. The programme 
provides a seamless link from the core Little Wandle programme to 
teaching spelling in Year 2.

• The Bridge to spelling teaches the children how to ‘think about spelling’.

• Over five weeks of daily lessons, the children complete the alphabetic code 
and learn the underpinning concepts of spelling.

Spelling Programme



Bridge to Spellings



Spelling Units



Common exception words



National Curriculum reading expectations



Reading practice sessions are:

• timetabled three times a week

• taught by a trained teacher/teaching 
assistant

• taught in small groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



This means that your child should: 

• know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



• Children will be assessed regularly to decide 
when they are ready to move on to our 
fluency reading books.

• They will need to be reading at a rate of at 
least 60 words per minute and with an 
accuracy of 90% or more before they will be 
moved to the fluency books.

• Until that point, the children will continue 
reading books from our main reading 
programme.

Fluency



End of year expectations

A reading speed of 90 
words per minute is a good 
indicator of when children 
start to read with sufficient 
fluency to focus on their 
understanding.



SATs assessments

The children will have two 
separate reading assessments.

This is an example of the first 
reading paper. The text and 
questions are both contained 
within one booklet.



Paper 2



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you 
can do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Supporting your child with phonics



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan
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